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M i s sion: To un i t e a n d s u p p o r t c h i l d a b u s e p r o f e s s i o n a ls to protect
O k la homa’s chi l d r e n .
Children’s Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma, Inc. (CACO) was established in 1999 to deliver
support, training and technical assistance to Oklahoma Child Advocacy Centers (CACs)
and Multidisciplinary Teams (MDTs) in their efforts to provide collaborative and
coordinated responses to victims of child abuse and neglect.
The 20 CACs represented by CACO are accredited by the National Children’s Alliance.
CACO also offers support to communities interested in establishing an accredited center.

"

When police or child protective services believe a child is being abused, the child is brought
to the CAC—a safe, child-focused environment—by a caregiver or other “safe” adult. At the
CAC, the child tells their story once to a trained interviewer who knows the right questions to
ask in a way that does not not re-traumatize the child. Then, a team that includes medical
professionals, law enforcement, mental health, prosecution, child protective services, victim
advocacy, and other professionals make decisions together about how to help the child based
on the interview. CACs offer therapy and medical exams, plus courtroom preparation, victim
advocacy, case management, and other services. This is called the multidisciplinary team
(MDT) response and is a core part of the work of CACs.

-- The National Children’s Alliance

2021 MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TEAM COVERAGE AREAS
Freestanding
Multidisciplinary Team
(FSMDT) = 37
Children's Advocacy
Centers (CAC) = 20
No formal MDT coverage
Interested in forming a
FSMDT
Interested in becoming an
accredited CAC
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What a challenging year for our state! While our lives slowed due to the COVID-19 virus,
child abuse did not. During the isolation of the pandemic, our children became more
accessible victims. Child Advocacy Centers throughout Oklahoma stepped up in this
difficult time giving hope to abused and neglected children and support to their families.
Child Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma, Inc. (CACO) is the organization dedicated to assisting
Child Advocacy Centers (CACs) and Multidisciplinary Teams by providing interaction and
trainings with nationally recognized experts in the field of child abuse and neglect.
Additionally, CACO encourages conversations between CACs throughout the state to share
concerns, ideas and peer support. By listening to each other, we will become better
equipped to serve our children.
Your generous contributions allow us to stand up for our children - give them a safe place to
tell their story, provide needed medical and mental health assistance, advocate for
legislation to protect them and prosecute the perpetrators. We appreciate your support – we
couldn’t do it without you!
Sincerely,

Barbara Kruger
Board President
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Children’s Advocacy Centers of Oklahoma (CACO) serves as a leading resource within our state
regarding child abuse issues and the Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) model. I joined CACO as
the first full-time Executive Director at the beginning of March, just before the world was
launched into a global pandemic. It is difficult to express in a few words how extraordinary the past
year has been for our CACs.
The pandemic disrupted the traditional ways in which CAC teams serve communities, and
leadership quickly mobilized utilizing CACO as a central hub of communication. CAC staff and
multi-disciplinary child abuse teams adapted quickly to identify barriers to access of service. This
included implementing creative solutions to address the steep decline of reports of child abuse
and neglect experienced nationwide. Staff of Oklahoma CACs portrayed a heroic effort to keep
their doors open and keep hope flowing.
Just months later, a massive shift in jurisdiction occurred in Oklahoma due to the McGirt vs.
Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling. The result of multiple court rulings since that time now
identifies approximately two-thirds of the State of Oklahoma as tribal reservation land. Cases
traditionally prosecuted by the State of Oklahoma, are now prosecuted by the United States
federal government and/or Sovereign Tribal Nations. These two major events have challenged our
dedicated child abuse professionals at every level. Among these professionals, putting the safety
and well-being of children comes first.
Thank you to our child advocacy centers staff and teams, to our Board of Directors, and to our
community partners and stakeholders for your effort and inspirational commitment to bettering
the outcomes of Oklahoma children.

Sincerely,

Carrie Little
Executive Director
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The impact of child abuse is
experienced well beyond childhood.
Consider these statistics:

$2635
MORE

SURVIVORS EARN

$8000
LESS

COMPARED
TO A NONABUSED
PERSON

SURVIVORS PAY

ECONOMIC IMPACT

PER YEAR
IN HEALTH
CARE
EXPENSES

HEALTH IMPACT

AND ARE SIGNIFICANTLY
LESS LIKELY TO OWN:

% INCREASE IN COST BY TRAUMA¹

OKLAHOMA RANKS

No.9

IN 2020⁴

in substantiated
child abuse cases³

OKLAHOMA HAD

14,068

36%

BOTH

22%

PHYSICAL ABUSE

SEXUAL ABUSE
16%

WOMEN ABUSED IN CHILDHOOD

HAVE A 3:1 GREATER LONGTERM
ECONOMIC IMPACT THAN MEN²

STOCK

CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTERS
partner with medical professionals, law enforcement, mental health,
prosecution, child protective services, victim advocacy, and others to make
decisions together about how to assist children. Oklahoma CACs offer therapy,
medical exams, courtroom preparation, victim advocacy, case management, and
more. This multidisciplinary team (MDT) response is core to the work of CACs.

WITHOUT CACs

WITH CACs

CONFIRMED CASES
OF ABUSE & NEGLECT

7,292
CHILDREN SERVED AT ADVOCACY
CENTERS IN 2020
compared to 6,970 in 2019
1. Bonomi, A. E., Anderson, M. L., Rivara, F. P., Cannon, E. A., Fishman, P. A., Carrell, D., Reid, R. J., & Thompson, R. S. (2009). Health care utilization and costs associated with childhood abuse.
Journal of General Internal Medicine, 23(3), 294-300.
2. Currie, J., & Widom, C. S. (2010). Long term consequences of child abuse and neglect on adult economic well-being. Child Maltreatment, 15(2), 111-120.
3. 2019 US Department of Health and Human Services
4. 2020 refers to the calendar year
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COLLABORATION

Organized weekly CAC leadership connections
Hosted a series of membership events to build
connections and support while reinforcing our
collective mission

TRAINING

Provided access to statewide and national
trainings to CAC staff free of charge

PANDEMIC RESPONSE
ACCREDITATION

Organized and facilitated twelve 3rd Year
reviews for accreditation per state statute,
which directly impacts CAC funding

ADVOCACY

Engaged legislative stakeholders in our
mission
Developed critical partnerships with
leaders of Oklahoma sovereign Tribal
Nations and the federal government

Provided critical personal protective equipment
to all 20 accredited child advocacy centers in the
state – helping to ensure staff, partners, and
those accessing services could mitigate exposure
to COVID-19
Worked directly with Oklahoma CACs to
connect leadership for support and training
surrounding the pandemic – resulted in an
increase in funding for many CACs and sharing
policies and procedures among leadership to
address issues surrounding the pandemic

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Processed funding requests from all twenty
accredited CACs for expenses totaling
approximately $82,500 as the pass-through
administrator for federal funding for Oklahoma
CACs
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FINANCIALS

Children’s Advocacy Centers
of Oklahoma is supported by
federal grants provided by
the Department of Justice and
administered by the National
Children’s Alliance and the
Southern Regional Children’s
Advocacy Center.

CACO is a membership
organization, and our
member CACs pay annual
membership dues. Those
membership dues directly
support our advocacy
efforts.

We rely on public support in
the form of donations.
Donations to CACO are tax
deductible. To aid in our
efforts to fulfill our mission,
visit our website and click on
the DONATE button.

BOARD OF DI RECTORS AND STAKEHOLDERS
BARBARA KRUGER – PRESIDENT

DEANNA CHANCELLOR

C o m munit y Vol u n t eer

L e f l or e Cou nt y Ch i l d A dvoc ac y Net w ork

STACY MCNEILAND – VICE PRESIDENT

STEVE ODEL

O k l ah oma C ou nt y CA R E Ce nt er

Grand Savings Bank

MAGGI HUTCHASON – SECRETARY

DAN PATTEN

K a y Co u nt y D ea rin g H ouse

Edwards Capitol Partners

KELLI PAULEY – TREASURER

DR. TESSA CHESHER

L o v e’ s T rav el S t op s & C ount ry S t ores

OSU Center for Health Sciences, Department
of Psychiatry

DR. HARRY GALOOB
Cosmetic Surgery Center of Ardmore

MIKINZIE PRICE
Carter County Sara’s Project

WENDY THOMPSON
Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores

JODI CRUTCHFIELD, MS CCC – SLP
Speech Language Pathologist-Teletherapy

MAURA GUTEN
Tulsa County Child Abuse Network

KELSEY PROCTOR
Payne County Saville Center

MISSION: To unite and support child abuse
professionals to protect Oklahoma’s children.
700 SOUTH BOSTON
SUITE B309
TULSA, OK 74119
MAILING ADDRESS:
PO BOX 52113 TULSA, OK 74152
918-805-0010
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CARRIE LITTLE
CLITTLE@CACOK.COM
WWW.CACOK.COM
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